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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-5 are pending in this application. 

Priority 

2. Examiner acknowledges applicant's international priority based on the international filing 
date of 18 September 2003. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

4. With respect to claim 5, the claim lacks the necessary physical articles or objects to 
constitute a machine or a manufacture within the meaning of 35 USC 101. It is clearly not a 
series of steps or acts to be a process nor is it a combination of chemical compounds to be a 
composition of matter. As such, it fails to fall within a statutory category. It is, at best, software 
perse, which is not one of the statutory subject matters. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Lamkin et 
al. (Pub. No US 2002/0078144 A1), hereinafter Lamkin. 

6. With respect to claim 1 , Lamkin discloses a method of enhancing multimedia data (24) 
contained on an information carrier (23) (Page 5, [0103], lines 1-3), said information carrier also 
containing additional data (25) (Page 5, [0099], lines 1-4), said method comprising the following 
steps performed from the information carrier (23): 

a. reading a user file (22) containing user data defining user's previous actions 
(Page 11, [0206], lines 1-6), in a storage unit (21) of a recording and/or reproducing 
device (20) (Page 12, [0207], lines 1-10; i.e. Storage unit = player hardware), 

b. providing the additional data (25) as a function of the user data (Page 5, [0095], 
lines 5-15; i.e. ...a new text display giving information), and 

c. updating the user data to reflect the user's latest action (Page 5, [0095], lines 5- 
15; i.e. when the user interacts with the content... effects will be reflected in the media 
sub window). 

7. With respect to claim 2, Lamkin discloses a method of enhancing multimedia data as 
claimed in claim 1, wherein the recording and/or reproducing device (20) is connected to a 
remote unit (1 0) via a network (1 5), said remote unit (1 0) containing additional data (1 1 ), said 
method comprising the following steps performed from the remote unit (10) (Page 10, [0182], 
lines 1-11): 
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a. reading the user file (22) containing the user data in the storage unit (21 ) (Page 
12, [0207], lines 1-10), 

b. providing the remote unit (Page 5, [0095], lines 5-15; i.e. clicking on hypertext 
link indicates a remote unit) additional data (1 1 ) as a function of the user data (Page 5, 
[0095], lines 5-15; i.e. ...a new text display giving information), and 

c. updating the user data to reflect the user's latest actions (Page 5, [0095], lines 5- 
15; i.e. when the user interacts with the content... effects will be reflected in the media 
sub window). 

8. With respect to claim 3, Lamkin discloses an information carrier (23) comprising 
multimedia data (24) and additional data (25) for enhancing the multimedia data (24), said 
information carrier (23) (Page 5, [0103], lines 1-3) further comprising: 

a. means for reading a user file (22) containing user data defining user's previous 
actions (Page 11, [0206], lines 1-6), in a storage unit (21) of a recording and/or 
reproducing device (20) (Page 12, [0207], lines 1-10; i.e. Storage unit = player 
hardware), 

b. means for providing the additional data (25) as a function of the user's previous 
actions (Page 5, [0095], lines 5-15; i.e. ...a new text display giving information), and 

c. means for updating the user data in the user file as a function of the user's latest 
actions (Page 5, [0095], lines 5-15; i.e. when the user interacts with the content... effects 
will be reflected in the media sub window). 

9. With respect to claim 4, Lamkin discloses a recording and/or reproducing device (10) 
(Abstract) adapted to read an information carrier (23) containing multimedia data (24) and 
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additional data (25) for enhancing the multimedia data (24) (Page 5, [0103], lines 1-3), said 
device comprising: 

a. means for reading a user file (22) containing user data defining user's previous 
actions (Page 11, [0206], lines 1-6), in a storage unit (21) of the recording and/or 
reproducing device (20) (Page 12, [0207], lines 1-10; i.e. Storage unit = player 
hardware), 

b. means for providing the additional data (25) as a function of the user's previous 
actions (Page 5, [0095], lines 5-15; i.e. additional data = ...a new text display giving 
information), and 

c. means for updating the user data in the user file as a function of the user's latest 
actions (Page 5, [0095], lines 5-15; i.e. when the user interacts with the content... effects 
will be reflected in the media sub window). 

10. With respect to claim 4, Lamkin discloses a computer program comprising program 
instructions for implementing the method of enhancing multimedia data as claimed in claim 1, 
when said program is executed by a processor (Page 4, [0072], lines1-7). 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

a. Mock, Wayne E. (Pub. No US 2004/01 36698 A1 ) teaches a method for pruning 
and grooming DVD content into a format compatible to be viewed over a network. 
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12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to MARSHALL MCLEOD whose telephone number is (571)270-3808. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Friday 7:30 a.m-5:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nabil El-Hady can be reached on (571 ) 272-3963. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

M.M. 1/17/2008 
/Nabil El-Hady/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4152 



